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REGULATIONS HARMONISED AT EUROPEAN LEVEL

COSMETICSCOSMETICS

SCOPE

‘Cosmetic product’ means any substance or mixture intended to be placed in contact with various external  
parts of the human body (epidermis, hair system, nails, lips and external genital organs) or with the teeth 
and the mucous membranes of the oral cavity with a view exclusively or mainly to cleaning them, perfuming 
them, changing their  appearance, protecting them, keeping them in good condition, or correcting body  
odours. 

‘Substance’ means a chemical element and its compounds; they may be natural or the product of a manu-
facturing process, including any additive required to maintain stability and any impurity from the implemen-
ted process, except for solvents.

REGULATIONS 

      EU LEGISLATION  
 Directive 76/768/EEC of 27 July 1976 (amended) on the approximation of the laws of the Member  
States relating to cosmetic products

 Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009 of 30 November 2009 on cosmetic products

This Regulation will become effective on 11 July 2013. However, certain provisions of Articles 15 and 16 are  
already in force. 

      FRENCH TRANSPOSITION LEGISLATION  
Public Health Code: 

 LEGISLATIVE PART – 5th part – Book I – Title III – Chapter 1: Articles L.5131-1 to L.5131-11

 REGULATORY PART – 5th part – Book I – Title III – Chapter 1: Articles R.5131-1 to R.5131-14 
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http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=F1D7E82E1D38B0D4C1C58AA2A37A3293.tpdjo13v_1?idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000006171374&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006072665&dateTexte=20110419
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:342:0059:0209:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1976L0768:20120823:EN:PDF
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CONTACTS

  AUTHORITY RESPONSIBLE FOR REGULATIONS 

- Ministère de l'économie et des finances (Ministry for the Economy and Finance) :

  DGCCRF – Bureau  Produits et prestations de santé  5B – bureau-5b@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 

  MARKET SURVEILLANCE AUTHORITIES 

- Ministry for the Economy and Finance :

  DGCCRF – Bureau  Produits et prestations de santé 5B – bureau-5b@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr

- Ministère du travail, de l’emploi, de la formation professionnelle et du dialogue social  (Ministry for 
Labour, Employment, Vocational Training and Industrial Relations) :

  ANSM (previously AFSSAPS) – Département d’évaluation des produits cosmétiques, biocides et 
tatouages 

  BUSINESS FEDERATIONS 

- Fédération des entreprises de la beauté (FEBEA)
   137 rue de l'Université – 75007 Paris (France)
   Telephone: +33 1 56 69 67 89 –  http://www.febea.fr/

- Cosmetic Valley 
   1 place de la Cathédrale – 28000 Chartres (France)
   Telephone: +33 2 37 21 12 11 – http://www.cosmetic-valley.com/fr/  

- Association de la filière cosmétique COSMED 
   2 rue Odette Jasse – 13015 Marseille (France) – http://www.cosmed.fr/
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